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Recommended Training 
   & Reference Materials


Training

The Department of State Health Services (DSHS) recommends that volunteers become familiar with the Incident Command System (ICS), which provides a standardized, organizational framework for the management of emergencies and disasters. The following two courses are recommended for all volunteers:

· Independent Study Course (ISC) 700 – an introduction to the National Incident Management System (NIMS), which is a free, online course

· Incident Command System (ICS) 200 – basic fundamentals of emergency management, a summary of ICS structure and purpose

DSHS also recommends that volunteers take their training through the TrainingFinder Real-time Affiliate Integrated Network, or TRAIN, so that the department will have a record of your training. 

TRAIN serves as a national clearinghouse of training opportunities for public health staff and volunteers. TRAIN has a national Web site (www.train.org), in addition to 24 affiliate sites that are managed by state public health agencies, academic partners, the Medical Reserve Corps, and others. There is no fee to access TRAIN, and most courses are free unless otherwise noted. 

Texas TRAIN opportunities (both classroom and Web-based courses) can be found at https://tx.train.org. The DSHS TRAIN Help Desk may be contacted at txtrain@dshs.state.tx.us.

Other relevant trainings can be found as follows: 

· the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Web site, www.training.fema.gov 

· the American Red Cross Web site, www.redcross.org/services/hss/

· the Governor’s Division of Emergency Management (GDEM) Web site, www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/publicinformation.htm.

Recommended Reading

DSHS recommends the following reading:

(1)
The State Emergency Management Plan and Annexes can be found at the Governor’s Division of Emergency Management’s Web site: www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/downloadableforms.htm#stateplan. 

Health and Medical Annexes also can be found at the DSHS Community Preparedness Section’s Web link: www.dshs.state.tx.us/comprep/plans.
· Annex D: Radiological Emergency Management

· Annex H: Health & Medical Services
○
Appendix 7 to Annex H, which outlines the pandemic influenza response plan


○
Appendix 8 to Annex H, which outlines the Strategic National Stockpile response

(2) 
The National Response Framework, which can be found at www.fema.gov/nrf.
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