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Logistics and What to Bring with You

Logistics

All disasters are different, and each one presents its own unique challenges.

When you accept an assignment as a disaster volunteer, you will be given as many details as possible about the situation. Emergency management officials will assist with your transportation and lodging. Volunteers will not be asked to endanger themselves. Volunteers will not be asked to enter dangerous or unsafe areas. Every attempt will be made to protect your safety and well-being. 

At times, volunteers may be advised to have their own provisions or supplies, such as bedding, food, water, personal medications, cell phone and cash.

Remember, too, that as a volunteer, you have the right to say “no” to any request for your services.

What to bring with you

As a disaster volunteer, you may be asked to work at a disaster site or to support a shelter or alternate care facility. You may be asked to accompany evacuees on a bus or other vehicle.

Again, emergency management officials will provide as many details as possible about your assignment, but in some cases it may be wise to bring along useful items.

Depending on the nature of the disaster, time of year, location and other variables, the following items may be useful to a disaster volunteer:

· A copy of any professional license

· A copy of any specialty certification

· If you’re a medical professional, a stethoscope and blood pressure cuff

· Comfortable and appropriate clothing and shoes

· Personal medications

· Paper and pen for personal notes

· Extra pair of eyeglasses

· Personal cell phone and charger

· Insect repellant

· Driver’s license

· Personal cash

· Credit card

· Physician’s Desk Reference or drug references

· Sleeping bag and pillow

· Alcohol-based hand sanitizer

· Sunscreen

· Alarm clock

· Flashlight and extra batteries
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